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brought into rather close relations with the common people, and, in fact, when 
his money gave out, he worked for a time in a restaurant, and had other oppor- 
tunities for coming into touch with everyday life. He naturally saw, heard, and 
felt many things that are outside the experience of the ordinary traveller, and 
the result is that his book contains much that is new about regions that have not 
yet been written to death. 

Captain Herbert says that maize, wheat, and vineyards now cover the battle- 
field of Plevna, where about 100,000 soldiers sleep their last sleep. The chapters 
on the Gypsies, who are more in evidence in the Balkans than in any other land, 
are very informing. There are about 700,000 of them in the European Orient, 
and at least 250,000 are habitual nomads. The districts reserved for them in 
towns and cities are called mahallahs, which are always composed of dirty hovels 
in narrow, crooked lanes. Constantinople has several mahallahs, with an aggre- 
gate population of 10,000. The largest in Bulgaria, at Sofia, contains 3,000 souls, 
and that at Plevna 2,500. The Gypsy professes ostentatiously the religious 
faith of the country in which he happens to reside or travel, and so the nomadic 
families are likely to change from Islam to Greek Christianity and vice versa 
a dozen times in the year. The Gypsy is considered by Christian, Jew, and 
Mohammedan as an unclean outcast, with the result that he has no social rela- 
tions with other peoples and has remained pure in race. These people have no 
education, but every large band usually has one person who can read and write 
Turkish and acts as professional letter-writer. 

Benares the Sacred City. Sketches of Hindu Life and Religion. 
By E. B. Havell. xiii and 236 pp., and 79 Illustrations. Blackie & Son, 
Ltd., London, 1905. (Price, 12s. bi.) 

The second half of the book is given to a description of Benares and of its 
environment, especially along the banks of the Ganges. The purpose of the 
author is not mere description, but to convey to the reader an adequate concep- 
tion of the religious ideas and beliefs which millions of East Indians associate 
with this city. Benares was the birth-place both of Buddhism and Brahminism, 
and, as the writer says, the imaginative and artistic side of the Indian religions 
can be observed in few places so well as in this sacred city and its neighbourhood. 
For this reason Benares is very prominent in the author's clear and intelligible 
outline of Hindu ideas and religious practices. 

Wirtschaftsgeographie. Mit eingehender Berucksichtigung 

Deutschlands. Von Dr. Christian Gruber. x and 235 pp., 12 

diagrams and 5 maps. B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1905. (Price, M. 2.40.) 

This is a practical text-book on economic geography. Its author has taught 

the subject in Munich for nineteen years. It closely connects cause and effect, 

and in this respect is in advance of nearly every other German text-book on the 

subject. An outline of the chapter on Austria-Hungary will give an idea of 

Dr. Gruber's method of treatment. He first considers the influence of the 

empire's geographical position in Europe upon its industrial conditions. Then 

he treats of the influence upon trade exerted by the shape of the empire and by 

the conditions along its boundaries, giving many illustrations, as, for example, 

two rivers, the Elbe and the Danube, both of which cross the frontier, one of 

them providing a cheap freight route between Austria and north Germany and 



